
AGENDA

Regular Meeting of the Township Council

Monday, August 22, 2016

8:00pm

Mayor Glen Jasionowski

Council President Mark Bromberg, Council Vice President Paul Criscuolo,
Councilman Ari Ben-Yishay, Councilman John Donovan, Councilwoman Denise Sieg

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

SALUTE TO FLAG

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT

In accordance with the provisions set forth in the Open Public Meetings Law, notification of this meeting has
been sent to all officially appointed Township newspapers and notice is posted at the Municipal Office.

ROLL CALL

1. Township Council
2. Municipal Officials Present

TOWNSHIP COMMUNICATION

1. Mayor’s Comments
2. Township Council Comments

********************************

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

ENGINEER’S REPORT

 Storm Water Management



HEARING OF THE PUBLIC

Each person wishing to address the Council shall step up to the microphone, shall give his or her
name in an audible tone for the record.  All members of the public are expected to conduct
themselves in a proper manner.  Any derogatory, abusive or threatening statements will not be
permitted.  The Chair will immediately rule such conduct out of order and terminate any further
comments.

***************************
RESOLUTIONS

#2016-177—Approve Minutes July 25, 2016 Council meeting
#2016-178—Confirm Appointment of Junior Firefighter (Aidan Gargiulo)
#2016-179—Authorize Golf Camp Refund (Babb)
#2016-180—Approve Tax Overpayment Refund (Gimpelev)
#2016-181—Endorse 2017 Spectrum for Living Community Development
                          Application
#2016-182—Authorize Mayor to Sign 2016-2017 Flu Vaccination Clinic
                          Program with the County of Bergen
#2016-183—Approve Release Performance Guarantee MWD Developers
                          (Bl 2206, Lt 12)
#2016-184—Approve Chapter 159 Senior Citizen Activities
#2016-185—Authorize Refund Farmers Market Vendor Registration Fee
#2016-186—Authorize Not-to-Exceed Limitations Christopher P. Statile
                          (2016 Road Resurfacing Program)
#2016-187—Approve Refund Building Permit Fee (695 Alden Court)
#2016-188—Approve Disabled Veteran Property Tax Exemption and Refund (Eckel)
#2016-189—Authorize Person-to-Person Liquor License Transfer
                          (Vale Bar & Grill LLC to Zozo’s USA LLC)
#2016-190—Authorize Payment of Bills

******************************

Ordinances for 1st Reading

ORDINANCE   #   317-2016— AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RIVER
VALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 18 OF THE
CODE ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARMTMENT BYLAWS”

There are no Ordinances 2nd Reading

*****************************

2nd HEARING OF THE PUBLIC

******************************

ADJOURNMENT



Resolution offered: No. 2016-177
Resolution seconded by: 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MINUTES JULY 25, 2016 REGULAR MEETING

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that the minutes
of the July 25, 2016 Regular Meeting of the Township Council are hereby approved.

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk



Resolution offered: No. 2016-178
Resolution seconded by:

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF JUNIOR FIRE FIGHTER

WHEREAS, the Board of Officers of the River Vale Volunteer Fire Department are 
recommending the appointment of the following individual as a Junior Fire Fighter with the River 
Vale Volunteer Fire Department:

Aidan P. Gargiulo

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that
the appointment of Aidan P. Gargiulo is hereby confirmed.

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk



Resolution offered: No. 2016-179
Resolution seconded by:

REFUND

(Golf Camp)

WHEREAS, the following individual has requested a refund of the Golf Camp registration 
fee; and 

WHEREAS, the Treasurer has certified the availability of funds in the Golf Course Fees
Account.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale
that said refund is approved and the Treasurer is hereby authorized to issue a municipal check
payable as follows:

“Kristen Babb”

Mail to:
12 Quail Ridge Road
Montvale, NJ  07645

$249.00

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting held

on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk



Resolution offered: No. 2016-180
Resolution seconded by:

R E S O L U T I O N
REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

     WHEREAS, the following resident had paid the 3rd quarter property taxes for the property located
at 816 Clauss Lane (Bl 1907, Lot 5); and 

WHEREAS, the resident no longer owns the property and has requested a refund of said
overpayment.

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale, that
the Treasurer is hereby authorized to issue municipal check payable as follows:

“Marina Gimpelev”

Mail to:
686 Alexander Court
River Vale, NJ 07675

$4,366.70

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-181
Resolution seconded by: 

MUNICIPAL ENDORSEMENT OF SPECTRUM FOR LIVING 2016 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
APPLICATION

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $40,000.00 has been proposed by
Spectrum for Living Group Homes, Inc., for Spectrum’s Support Services Program in the municipality of
River Vale; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development Funds may not
be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Mayor and Council; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Vale; and

WHEREAS, the resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is
intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of River Vale
hereby confirm endorsement of the aforesaid project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen
County Community Development Program so that implantation of the aforesaid project be expedited.

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-182
Resolution seconded by:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN FLU PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN (2016-2017)

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen, Department of Health services offers municipalities a
program to contract for flu vaccination clinics for their residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of River Vale wishes to provide this beneficial service to their
residents.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale
that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the above mentioned agreement with the County of
Bergen.

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-183
Resolution seconded by:

RESOLUTION

(Release of Performance Guarantee)

WHEREAS, MWD River Vale One, Developers had posted a Performance Guarantee of $367,500.00
as required by the Planning Board for the construction of a Retail Strip Mall located at (Block 2206, Lot 12);
and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has made all the necessary inspections and deemed the project
completed satisfactorily; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer recommends the release of the Performance Guarantee upon
the receipt of a Maintenance Bond in the amount of 15% of the original improvements or $45,930.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that
the Performance Guarantee may be released upon the receipt of the Maintenance Bond.

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-184
Resolution seconded by:

R E S O L U T I O N

CHAPTER 159

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4087 provides that the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of
any municipality when such item has been made available by law and the amount was not
determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for
equal amount.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of River Vale
hereby requests that the Director of Local Government Services approve the insertion of an item
of revenue in the budget of the year 2016 in the sum of $3,530.00 which is now available from the
Bergen County Division of Community Development to be used toward the Senior Citizens
Activities program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the sum of $3,530.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption
of Public and Private Programs.

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-185
Resolution seconded by: 

REFUND

(Farmers Market Vendor Registration Fees)

WHEREAS, the following vendors have requested a refund of the Farmers Market Vendor 
Registration fee for the 2016 Season; and

WHEREAS, the Treasurer has certified the availability of funds in the Recreation Account.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale
that said refunds are hereby approved and the Treasurer is authorized to issue municipal checks
payable as follows:

“Romarsi LLC” “Satori Unlimited”

Mail to: Mail to:
17 Buttel Drive 75 Sipp Avenue
Clifton, NJ  07013 Clifton, NJ  07013

$105.00 $250.00

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-186
Resolution seconded by: 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NOT TO EXCEED LIMITATIONS FOR CHRISTOPHER STATILE
FOR THE 2016 ROAD RESURFACING PROGRAM

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2016 the Township Engineer, Christopher P. Statile, P.A.  submitted a
proposal to provide full time inspection services and oversight of the 2016 Road Resurfacing project; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds in the Capital Account.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that not to
exceed limitations are hereby approved and established in the amount of $23,500.00 for the firm of
Christopher P. Statile, P.A. 

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-187
Resolution seconded by: 

RESOLUTION

(Building Permit Refund)

WHEREAS, the property owners of 695 Alden Court had paid for a building permit (#16-267) for
construction work to be performed at their home; and

WHEREAS, the contractor performing the work inflated the cost of the permit fee and the owner is
requesting a refund of said overcharge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that the
overcharge of the Building Permit fee be refunded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that the Treasurer is
hereby directed to issue a municipal check payable as follows:

Payable to:

“Raymond & Mary Mulry”

Mailing Address:

695 Alden Court
River Vale, NJ  07675

$ 638.00

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-188
Resolution seconded by: 

R E S O L U T I O N
(Disabled Veteran Tax Exemption)

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30 allows for Disabled Veterans to receive a 100% exemption from
Property Taxes; and

WHEREAS, the following resident is eligible for said exemption from Property Taxes and is
requesting a refund of taxes paid after the date of eligibility.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that
the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel the property taxes of 

Terrence M. Eckel, 647 Blue Hill Road, River Vale (Block 113, Lt 4)

as of his eligibility date of March 12, 2014.

Year      Refund Amount

2014 $ 7,727.69
2015 $ 10,069.83
2016 $ 7,617.15

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to issue a refund of property
taxes payable as follows:

2014 & 2015 total refund is $17,797.52
Payable to:

Terrence M. Eckel
647 Blue Hill Road
River Vale, NJ 07675

2016 Refund of $7,617.15
Payable to:

CoreLogic
Refund Department
P.O box 961250
Fort Worth, TX 76161-9887

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016
I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting
held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________

            Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-189
Resolution seconded by: 

AUTHORIZE PERSON-TO PERSON TRANSFER OF
PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE

#0253-33-007-007

WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a Person-to-Person Transfer of Plenary Retail
Consumption License number 0253-33-007-007, hereto issued to Vale Bar & Grill, LLC  located at 625
Rivervale Road, River Vale, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been
paid, and the license has been renewed for the current license term; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title
33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated there under, as well as pertinent local ordinances
and conditions consistent with Title 33; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority reviewed the source of all funds
used in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in
connection with the license business.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of River Vale does
hereby approves the transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption License to Zozo’s USA, LLC, and
does hereby direct the Township Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership as follows:
“The license, subject to all its terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to Zozo’s USA, LLC effective
August 22, 2016.”

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Resolution offered: No. 2016-190
Resolution seconded by: 

RESOLUTION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the 

Business Administrator be, and hereby is authorized to pay the following claims:
CURRENT ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $158,813.80

RESERVE CURRENT ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $6,271.64

GOLF COURSE UTILITY OPERATING ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $77,577.98

ANIMAL TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $3.60

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

RECREATION TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $11,715.72

PRIVATE DUTY TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $17,985.10

SNOW REMOVAL TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

HOUSING TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

JUNIOR POLICE ACADEMY TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

GOLF COURSE UTILITY CAPITAL ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $4,131.53

OPEN SPACE TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

CAPITAL ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $17,590.25

PLANNING BOARD TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $162.50

SPECIAL TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $1,751.50

ZONING BOARD TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $57.40

TOTAL CLAIMS TO BE PAID $296,061.02

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that the following claims have been 
paid by the Business Administrator prior to the Bill List Resolution in the following amounts:
CURRENT claims in the amount of: $5,789,696.53

RESERVE CURRENT ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

GOLF COURSE UTILITY OPERATING ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $368,340.79

GOLF COURSE UTILITY CAPITAL ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

STATUTORY ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $498,544.74

SNOW REMOVAL  TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

RECREATION TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $57,495.20

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

ANIMAL TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

PRIVATE DUTY  TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

ACCUMULATED ABSENCES TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

CAPITAL ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

SPECIAL TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

ZONING BOARD TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

BOND TRUST ACCOUNT claims in the amount of: $0.00

TOTAL CLAIMS PAID $6,714,077.26

TOTAL BILL LIST RESOLUTION $7,010,138.28
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MANUAL DISBURSEMENTS
BILL LIST FOR AUGUST 22, 2016

07/30/2016 – Transfer Payroll $     243,273.24

08/15/2016 – Transfer Payroll $     255,271.50

TOTAL STATUTORY ACCOUNT DISTRIBUTIONS               $     498,544.74

Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG

CRISCUOLO

X - Indicates Vote A.B. – Absent N.V - Not Voting (Abstained or Excused)

Dated: August 22, 2016

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Resolution passed by the Township Council at their meeting

held on:_________________________, 2016 Attest:________________________________________________________________________
                Karen Campanelli, Township Clerk
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Township of River Vale

              County of Bergen
              State of New Jersey

ORDINANCE #317-2016

Date of 1st Reading:  August 22, 2016 Motion to Introduce:

Date of Public Hearing: Motion Seconded:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RIVER VALE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW
JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 18 OF THE CODE ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT BYLAWS”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of River Vale that Chapter 18
of the Code is amended as follows:

ARTICLE I. Name

§ 18-1. Name of Department.

The name of this organization shall be the "River Vale Volunteer Fire Department," located at 330 River
Vale Road, River Vale, New Jersey. It is referred to in the following as "this Department" or as "the
Department."

ARTICLE II. Purpose

§ 18-2. Purpose of Department.

The purpose of this Department shall be the protection of life and property from fire and other 
emergencies and the procuring of personnel.
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ARTICLE III. Members

§ 18-3. Composition of Department.

This Department shall consist of active, probationary, inactive, exempt, honorary and active life members.

§ 18-4. Qualifications of active members.

A. 

An active member in good standing shall be:
(1) 

A citizen of the United States;

(2) 

A resident for at least six months prior to his/her application:
(a) 

Of the Township of River Vale, New Jersey; or

(b) 

Of a surrounding township in the State of New Jersey and residing no more than three miles from a 
Department firehouse;

(3) 

Able to read and write the English language;

(4) 

At least 18 years of age with proof of birth;

(5) 

Able to pass the state physical examination; and

(6) 

Fingerprinted and investigated by the River Vale Police Department.

B.
During the period commencing October 1st of each year through September 30th of the subsequent year, 
active members in good standing shall be required to:

(1)
Accept a minimum of 60% of all calls per year;

http://ecode360.com/print/11324802#"11324802"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324802#"11324802"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324803#"11324803"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324803#"11324803"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324804#"11324804"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324804#"11324804"
http://ecode360.com/print/13375985#"13375985"
http://ecode360.com/print/13375985#"13375985"
http://ecode360.com/print/13375986#"13375986"
http://ecode360.com/print/13375986#"13375986"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324805#"11324805"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324805#"11324805"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324806#"11324806"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324806#"11324806"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324807#"11324807"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324807#"11324807"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324809#"11324809"
http://ecode360.com/print/11324809#"11324809"
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(2)
Attend a minimum of 6 Chief’s Report meetings per year; and

(3)
Participate in a minimum of 10 drills per year.

C.
Any active member not attending at least 30% of fire calls (October 1 of the preceding year to September 
30 of the current year) will be dropped from membership in the River Vale Volunteer Fire Department.

D.
Each year that an active member meets the criteria set forth in subsection B shall be counted toward that 
member’s active life membership. 

§ 18-5. Application for membership.

Each application for active membership shall be made in writing using the state standard form. The
application shall be forwarded to the membership committee, and, upon favorable report of same at the
monthly meeting of the Board of Fire Officers, the applicant shall be recommended to the Mayor for the
appointment as a probationary firefighter for a period of not less than one year.

§ 18-6. Probationary members.

A probationary member shall be an individual whose membership has been conditionally accepted by
the Board of Fire Officers but has not completed the necessary fire courses. Upon appointment as a
probationary firefighter by the Mayor, the member must meet the requirements of an active member, but
he/she will not be eligible to vote, nominate, hold office or become a qualified driver. Upon
determination by the Board of Fire Officers that a probationary member has satisfactorily completed
Firefighter I and any other required courses at the Bergen County Police and Fire Academy or
equivalent, and his/her probationary period, he/she shall be accepted as an active member.
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§ 18-7. Inactive members.

A. 
Any active member in good standing may request to be put on the inactive membership list. This request
must be made in writing and submitted to the Board of Fire Officers. The Board of Fire Officers will
make a determination whether the request is justified, on a case-by-case basis, before or during its next
meeting.

B. 
The Board of Fire Officers may grant an active member inactive membership for a period of up to six
months. At this time, the member on inactive status may request in writing an extension or further
extension of up to six months.

C. 
No member shall be granted inactive membership for a period exceeding 12 months unless said member
has:
(1) 
Been a member in good standing for a period of three years prior to his/her request;

(2) 
Is actively serving in the military; or

(3) 
Is enrolled in an accredited college or higher educational program and is actively working in furtherance
of obtaining a degree.

D. 
An inactive member may attend meetings and answer fire alarms.

E. 
An inactive member is not required to attend his/her specified percentage of fires or meetings until
he/she returns to the active list.

F. 
An inactive member may not nominate or vote for any line officers of the active Fire Department nor
shall such member be permitted to hold office.

G. 
An inactive member may request to be returned to the active list at any time during his/her inactive
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membership. This request shall be made in writing and shall be presented to the Board of Fire Officers
for their acceptance or rejection.

§ 18-8. Exempt members.

An exempt membership to the Department shall be available, in accordance with the requirements of the
laws of the State of New Jersey, to any person who shall be an active member of the Department at the
time of his/her application. No member of the Department shall be granted a certificate as an exempt
firefighter unless evidence is presented, sufficient in law to justify such issuance. Any active member
joining that is over the state-required age will be granted exempt status through the Mayor after
completion of all state requirements for exempt status.

§ 18-9. Honorary members.

Honorary membership to the Department shall be available, by election by the members of the
Department, to any person for outstanding service to the Department. Such election shall require a
favorable vote of at least 3/4 of the members present at a regular meeting.

§ 18-10. Active life members.

Upon service in the River Vale Fire Department for a period of not less than 20 years, as an active
member in good standing, said member shall be reclassified as an "active life member" who shall enjoy
the privileges of an active member, but shall not be required to attend fire calls or drills. All
requirements set forth in section 18-4 must be met in order for active life members to nominate members
for office, vote for members to hold or hold office himself or herself.

§ 18-10.1. Civilian defense members.

A civilian defense membership to the Department shall be available to allow the recruitment and
retention of trained firefighters from other municipalities within the State of New Jersey who either
work or live in the Township of River Vale. A civilian defense member shall be required to comply with
the following conditions:
A. 
A civilian defense member must meet all qualifications for active membership as detailed in § 18-4
(Qualifications of active members).

B. 
A civilian defense member must be an active member in good standing of another New Jersey fire
department in order to apply to be a civilian defense member and must provide written proof from the
department that holds his/her New Jersey State firefighter's line number at the time of application. In
addition, the applicant must provide a complete copy of his/her records from the department holding
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his/her New Jersey State firefighter's line number during the application period to the River Vale Fire
Department Investigative Committee.

C. 
A civilian defense member is not required to attend his/her specified percentage of fire calls or meetings
in the Township of River Vale. However, said member shall be required to maintain his/her good
standing with the department that holds his/her New Jersey State firefighter's line number and must
provide annual proof of same to the Board of Fire Officers.

D. 
A civilian defense member may not nominate or vote for any line officers of the active Fire Department.

E. 
A civilian defense member may not be nominated or run for any officer position in the active Fire
Department.

ARTICLE IV. Board of Fire Officers

§ 18-11. Members.

Members of the Board of Fire Officers shall consist of a Chief, Deputy Chief, one Senior Captain, one
Captain and a Lieutenant for each line apparatus, and such other officers of the Fire Department as shall
be provided pursuant to ordinance.

§ 18-12. Members ex officio.

The members ex officio of the Board shall be the President of the River Vale Fire Department
Association and Fire Marshal.

§ 18-13. Regular meetings.

The Board shall hold regular monthly meetings; the time, date and place to be determined by the Board
Chairman with the approval of the majority of the Board members, and the Board may hold special
meetings upon notice as hereinafter provided.

§ 18-14. Special meetings.

Special meetings may be called at the discretion of the Chairman of the Board, and are intended to
address unforeseen circumstances, including emergency or death in the Department, where an
immediate decision is required to ensure the proper operation of the Department.
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§ 18-15. Quorum.

A quorum shall consist of no less than a majority of the qualified members in order that business may be
transacted at either regular or special meetings.

§ 18-16. Rules of procedure for regular and special meetings.

A. 
For all regular and special meetings, the Chief shall automatically be Chairman of the Board and, in
his/her absence, the Board shall be chaired by the Deputy Chief. In the case where both the Chief and
Deputy Chief are unavailable, and a special meeting is necessary, the next available senior officer will
act as Chairman of the Board. No regular meeting may be held in the absence of the Chief and the
Deputy Chief. One member of the Board shall be designated by the Chairman as Secretary to keep
complete records of all regular and special meetings.

B. 
Transaction of business at all regular Board meetings shall proceed in the following order:
(1) 
Reading of the minutes.

(2) 
Reading of communications.

(3) 
Chiefs report.
(a) 
Department conditions.

(b) 
New members.

(c) 
Grievances.

(4) 
Reports of committees.

(5) 
Unfinished business.

(6) 
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New business.

(7) 
Good of the Department.

(8) 
Adjournment.

C. 
Transaction of business at all special meetings shall proceed in the following order:
(1) 
Report as to the purpose of the meeting.

(2) 
Transaction of business for which the meeting was called.

(3) 
Adjournment.

D. 
A majority vote of Board members shall be required to pass any and all Board decisions.

E. 
Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with all applicable State and local laws, regulations and
ordinances.

§ 18-17. Interpretation of code.

Any question as to the interpretation, intention or meaning of this Code or Code of Control of the River
Vale Volunteer Fire Department, or any parts hereof, shall be determined by a majority vote of the
members of the Board, at any regular meeting, provided a quorum is present. Any decision shall be
transmitted to the active Department at its next regular meeting and a copy retained in a separate file for
future reference. It shall be the duty of every member of the Board to respect and enforce the Code to
the best of said member's ability in order that the Board may operate efficiently and in order to ensure
that the Department shall function with due regularity and maximum performance.

§ 18-18. Duties.
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Duties shall be as follows:
A. 
To formulate, prepare and effect a code for the control and management of the River Vale Volunteer
Fire Department.

B. 
To determine and recommend exemption certificates for members of the Fire Department who have
served the time prescribed by law and have performed the yearly fire duty required of them for a period
equal in years to the number of years required by the laws of the State of New Jersey.

C. 
To prepare and formulate necessary rules and regulations for Board procedures as it may deem
necessary, within the guidelines laid down herein.

D. 
To prescribe and determine procedure for the election of departmental officers, determine qualification
for office and report the results of elections through the Chief and/or Director of Fire to the Mayor for
his approval.

E. 
The Chairman of the Board shall appoint from the active Fire Department membership, members to
serve on all existing committees. In addition, the Chairman may create any committees 
which the Chairman deems necessary to assist the Board in its

F. 
The Chairman shall appoint two active Ex-Chiefs, one exempt member, and two at large members to
serve on the five member Grievance Committee. Current members of the Board shall not serve on the
Grievance Committee.
G. 
To appoint three active members from the active membership of the Department to serve on the
Membership Committee.

H. 
To have sole jurisdiction in the assignment of members to serve fire stations and on fire apparatus.

I. 
To appoint a member of the Fire Department to maintain records of members' percentages.

§ 18-19. Voting requirements.

http://ecode360.com/print/13376017#"13376017"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376017#"13376017"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376018#"13376018"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376018#"13376018"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376019#"13376019"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376019#"13376019"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376020#"13376020"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376020#"13376020"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376021#"13376021"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376021#"13376021"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376022#"13376022"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376022#"13376022"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376023#"13376023"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376023#"13376023"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376024#"13376024"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376024#"13376024"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376025#"13376025"
http://ecode360.com/print/13376025#"13376025"


27

In determining decisions to be made by the Board of Fire Officers, a majority vote shall be required,
provided that a quorum is in attendance, at any regular or special meeting, and the said members of the
Board of Fire Officers, in order to qualify to have their vote valid and effective, must be active and
qualified members entitled to vote in the River Vale Volunteer Fire Department.

§ 18-20. Grievance process.

A. 
All grievances against any elected officer or a member must be submitted to the Chief in writing and
signed by a member or members in good standing, or brought by the Chief directly. The Chief will
review the filed grievance and, based on the supporting evidence and seriousness of the alleged
grievance, can immediately impose a temporary suspension of a member's active status of up to 90 days
or until final disposition of the grievance by the Grievance Committee or the Board of Fire Officers (if
appealed). The member may not attend meetings or serve at fires until the final outcome of the charges
is determined and made known to him in writing. If no temporary suspension is ordered, the accused
shall be entitled to continue as an active member of the Department in all respects. The Chief's action is
not subject to appeal.

B. 
If the seriousness of the alleged grievances merit a letter of reprimand, additional suspension time
greater than 90 days, or termination of membership, the Chief must submit the written grievance and a
request for review to the Grievance Committee. The Grievance Committee will meet as soon as
practicable to review the merits of the charges, and take, by majority vote, one of the following actions:
(1) 
Dismiss the grievance: This action automatically returns the member to active status, removes any
letters of reprimand related to the grievance that were filed against the member, and credits the member
for all missed fire calls, drills and mandatory meetings while suspended;

(2) 
Find that the grievance is justified and impose additional penalties, if warranted; or

(3) 
Find that the grievance is justified, and modify penalties imposed.

C. 
Appeals to the Board of Fire Officers.
(1) 
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The member aggrieved by the decision and penalty of the Grievance Committee can appeal said
decision and penalty to the Board of Fire Officers. Such appeal shall be taken by filing a written appeal
to the Board of Fire Officers within 10 days after notice of the decision by the Grievance Committee.

(2) 
Upon receipt of the written notice of appeal, the Board of Fire Officers shall schedule a time and date to
review the findings of the Grievance Committee as soon as practicable, and must give adequate notice
(at least seven days) to the member appealing the decision of the Grievance Committee of the date and
time of the review.

(3) 
The Board of Fire Officers will, by majority vote, affirm, overturn, or modify the decision of the
Grievance Committee.

(4) 
The accused may appeal the decision of the Board of Fire Officers to the Mayor within 10 days in
writing directed to the Township Clerk. The determination both as to the charges and penalty shall be
consistent with the rules and procedures of the Office of the Mayor and decided by said Mayor, and the
Mayor's decision shall be final.

(5) 
In the event an alleged grievance is found to be unjustified by the Grievance Committee, the Board of
Fire Officers or the Office of the Mayor, then he/she shall be immediately entitled to resume all rights
and privileges as a member of the Department in the event suspension has occurred, or, in the event of
no suspension, his/her status shall be that of a member in good standing as though no charges had been
brought.

D. 
Penalties. The Grievance Committee and Board of Fire Officers shall have the authority and the right:
(1) 
To suspend for any term and in any manner any member against whom valid grievances have been filed.
In the event said member is suspended, he/she shall remain inactive and may not attend meetings or
serve at fires and any compensation from the Township shall cease as of the date of his/her suspension;

(2) 
To order the removal from Department membership of any member against whom valid grievances have
been filed. In the event of discharge of a member of the Department, the member shall no longer be
entitled to the rights and privileges of a member of the Department and all compensation shall cease as
of the date of discharge;
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(3) 
To submit letters of reprimand into any member's personnel file against whom valid grievances have
been filed.

ARTICLE V. Election of Officers

§ 18-21. Officers enumerated.

The following line officers shall be elected for a term of one year at the regular Department meeting in
the month of November:

A. 
Chief.

B. 
Deputy Chief.

C. 
Two Captains-at-large, one senior.

D. 
One Lieutenant for each piece of fire apparatus.

§ 18-22. Nominations.

A.
At the Chief’s Report meeting held in the month of October, active members in good standing shall
nominate members to fill the offices of Chief, Deputy Chief, Captain-at-large and Lieutenant in
accordance with the requirements of this Code and subject to the qualifications set forth in Section 18-27
of this Code.

B.
No nomination will be considered after the close of the October Chief’s Report meeting.

C.
The incumbent Deputy Chief shall be permitted to run for the office of Chief without the need of a
formal nomination from other active members in good standing.
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D.
Members shall not run for more than one office.  A member must accept his or her nomination by letter
submitted to the Chairman of the Board or in person at the October Chief’s Report meeting.
Nominations not accepted at the conclusion of the nominiations portion of the Chief’s Report meeting
shall be disregarded.

§ 18-23. Notice of election.

The Board shall notify all Department members of the date, time and place of said election at least five
days prior to the election.

§ 18-24. Balloting.

All elections shall be by a plurality of ballots cast and shall be by secret ballot. Absentee ballots may be
cast according to rules prescribed by the Board of Fire Officers.

§ 18-25. Nominations to fill vacancies.

If any office shall be vacated by death, resignation or otherwise, the Board of Fire Officers shall call a
special election. Nominations shall be made to the Board of Fire Officers at a meeting to be held at least
five days before the date set in the notice of the special election meeting.

§ 18-26. Rerun in case of tie.

If no candidate for an office receives a plurality of ballots cast, an immediate rerun election shall be held
between all candidates receiving an equal number of votes. Absentee ballots will be considered on all
rerun elections.

§ 18-27. Qualifications.

A. 
No member shall be eligible to hold office of Chief or Deputy Chief, unless he/she shall have at least
five years of active fire duty, including at least one year in office as Captain.
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B. 
No member shall be eligible to hold the office of Captain unless he/she shall have served satisfactorily
as a Lieutenant at least one year active fire duty.

C. 
No member shall be eligible to hold the office of Lieutenant unless he/she shall have at least two years
active fire duty, said period to include all probationary periods, and have completed the course in
Firefighter I and any other municipal, county, state, or federally required officer training courses
conducted by the Bergen County Fire Academy or other municipal, county, state or federal agency.

D.
Members running for office must be qualified drivers of any apparatus operated by such office for a
period of at least six months prior to running for office.

§ 18-28. Appointment to fill vacancy.

The Board of Fire Officers may appoint, in the event of a vacancy in office, a member not fully
qualified, to fill said office, for a period of 90 days. The Board of Fire Officers can continue to reappoint
a member not fully qualified until the vacancy is filled through regular or special election.

ARTICLE VI. Installation of Officers

§ 18-29. When installation takes place.

The duly elected officers will assume their duties on January 1 of each year at 0001 hours (12:01 a.m.).

Article VII. Duties of Officers

§ 18-30. Chief.

A. 
The Chief shall have exclusive control and supervision at all fires, Department inspections, drills and
reviews or other fire duties.

B. 
The Chief shall also have supervision of all fire equipment, of all officers and members of the
Department.
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C. 
The Chief shall hold the members and officers of the Department strictly to account for neglect of
duties, and may suspend any member or officer at any time for refusing to obey orders or for any reason
that would promote discord or decrease efficiency in the Department.

D. 
The Chief shall enforce rules and regulations of the Department.

E. 
The Chief shall have crews drill on fire duty as often as he/she deems necessary.

F. 
The Chief shall hold at least one drill each month.

G. 
The Chief shall check and report to the proper authority all faulty hydrant conditions.

H. 
The Chief shall be required to select and submit to the Department and the Township the names of all
drivers of apparatus during his/her term in office and in this respect, for purposes, among others, of
being that of securing insurance coverage for said appointed drivers.

I. 
The Chief shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Department.

J. 
The Chief shall appoint the Purchasing and Budget Officer, to maintain proper records and provide
monthly reports of budget and purchasing matters to the Chief.

K. 
The Chief shall appoint a Training Officer and a Radio Officer. At the end of their terms of office, both
the Radio and Training Officers shall surrender all properties of the Department to their successors in
office.

L. 
The Chief shall appoint a Board Secretary from the Board of Fire Officers to prepare the official minutes
during all regular and special meetings.

M.
At the conclusion of his or her term in office, the Chief shall surrender all Department property to his or
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her successor.

§ 18-31. Deputy Chief.

A. 
The Deputy Chief shall perform the duties of the Chief in the absence of the Chief and such other duties
prescribed by departmental rules.

B. 
At the conclusion of his or her term in office, the Deputy Chief shall surrender all Department property
to his or her successor.

§ 18-32. Captain.

A. 
The Captains shall be assigned to a fire station. The fire station to which they are assigned shall be at the
discretion of the Chief.

B. 
Each Captain shall be responsible for the fire apparatus and all Department equipment assigned to
his/her fire station.

C. 
It shall be the duty of each Captain to see that the truck room is always kept clean and in perfect order
and to assume charge of his/her respective apparatus and other appliances pertaining thereto so that they
are in complete order and working condition.

D. 
At every alarm of fire or emergency, each Captain is responsible for those firefighters under his/her
command and to ensure that each firefighter does his/her duty.

E. 
Each Captain shall obtain the discharge of his/her station from the Chief or officer acting as Chief after
the fire has been extinguished and the roll called.

F. 
Each Captain shall maintain the discipline of the station under his/her command and instruct the
members in their duties.

G. 
Each Captain shall carry out the orders of the Chief or officer acting as Chief.

H. 
Each Captain shall report to the Chief at the time of duty at fires, the conditions thereof and the
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conditions relating to positions assigned and shall make recommendations where needed to more
effectively control said fire.

I.
At the conclusion of his or her term in office, the Captain shall surrender all Department property to his
or her successor.

§ 18-33. Lieutenants.

A. 
Lieutenants shall be obligated to encourage the members in performance of duties and enforce all orders
given by active officers senior in rank.

B. 
It shall be the duty of each Lieutenant on his/her respective apparatus to properly instruct the persons
assigned to that apparatus in the use of the equipment and appliances and to recommend qualified
drivers to the Chief.

C.
At the conclusion of his or her term in office, the Lieutenant shall surrender all Department property to
his or her successor.

§ 18-34. Temporary officers.

At an alarm of fire, the first officer to arrive at the fire acts as Chief and performs the duties of Chief
until his/her superior arrives. If no officer arrives, then the drivers of each truck shall take charge until
an officer arrives. If no officers arrive, then the drivers shall continue in charge until the fire is
extinguished.

§ 18-38. Fire Police.

The Department can designate Fire Police to assist at the scene of an alarm, active fire, accident, or other
emergency, consistent with state law.
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Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B Council Member AYE NAY N.V. A.B
BEN-YISHAY DONOVAN

BROMBERG SIEG
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