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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES

 REGULAR MEETING

MAY 19, 2016

Robert Fortsch opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. by reading the Open Public Meetings Law Statement:

This is a Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  In compliance with the Open Public Meetings 
Law, notification of this meeting has been sent to all officially appointed Township newspapers & notice is 
posted at River Vale Municipal Offices.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ROLL CALL: Robert Fortsch -Chairman Present
Thomas Pospisil- Vice Chairman Present
John Puccio Absent
Susan Vaccaro Present
Charles Tomczyk Present
Kevin Martin Absent
Craig Plescia Present

Brian Giblin . Board Attorney Absent
Elliott Sachs Board Engineer Absent
Joanne Allgor Land Use Admin Present

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

RESOLUTION

Anita Tire – 676 & 678 Westwood Avenue – Block 1801 Lots 18 & 19 – use variance with site plan 
approval and bulk variances – addition of auto service bays and parking spaces

A motion by Thomas Pospisil, second by Charles Tomszyk to adopt the resolution, on roll call vote, 
Robert Fortsch, Thomas Pospisil, Susan Vaccaro, Charles Tomszyk and Craig Plescia voted yes; John 
Puccio was not eligible, the motion carried. 

MINUTES

April 21, 2016

A motion by Robert Fortsch, seconded by Thomas Pospisil to approve the minutes of April 21, 2016; on 
voice vote all those eligible voted yes; the motion carried. 

PAYMENT OF INVOICES

A motion by Thomas Pospisil, seconded by John Puccio to approve invoices as read for the record by 
Secretary Susan Vaccaro, on voice vote all in favor, the motion carried.

DISCUSSION
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Solar Power Discussion

Chairman Fortsch attended a symposium on May 7th whereas Solar panels and windmills were 
discussed. The Land Use Administrator provided a North Jersey Newspaper article dated April 28, 2016 
pertaining to a town that decided to regulate solar panel installation. 

Comments were made by various Board members pertaining to their thoughts on aesthetics, 
unattractiveness, creating a better, greener environment, possible de-valuation of your house, payback 
time, selling power and possible violation of the township height ordinance. 

All Board members agreed to have Board Attorney Brian Giblin provide input so a recommendation can
be provided to the Mayor and Council.

In Addition:

Referring to the Wagner case, Thomas Pospisil recommended that Board Attorney Brian Giblin define 
what “grade” is as opposed to fill.

Every Board member should read the Master Plan as noted at the symposium.

A new member is needed for the Zoning Board.

ADJOURNMENT:

            Upon motion, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned.

            Respectfully submitted,

           Sylvia Kokowski, Recording Secretary
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